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Over the last five years David Stuart and locations with appropriate names, for ritual celebra- 
Stephen Houston (1991) initially, followed by Pe- tions. 
ter Mathews, Linda Schele, Nikolai Grube, and Peter Mathews (personal communication) has sug- 
others, have been exploring toponym glyphs found gested that the emblem glyph for Waxaktun is a 
in the inscriptions as well as those of emblem sky (T542) sign that appears in a split variant form 
glyphs, sacred geography, and underworld loca- sometimes, but that can also be in full form as 
tions. Archaeological research at Copan, Dos well. Many texts on ceramics thought or known to 
Pilas, and other places coupled with new readings be from Waxaktun use the split sky version in 
of the inscriptions in those sites and in Quirigua, their texts, while others use the full-form sign. 
Palenque, Yaxchilan, and Tikal, to name a few, Sometimes the sky sign has a small double sign su- 


have resulted in the identification of the names of perfixed, as in the case of a black, incised vessel 
sites within polities as well as of ar- 
eas and buildings within the sties 
themselves. More recent studies 


CROSS FPS Get 
and observations have found a con- AY E Ri 
tinuity to the present since the DUNI w ale 
Maya in Guatemala, Chiapas, and 
Yukatan have specific ceremonial 


Fig. 1 Pot from Bu. A-30 and Tikal Marcador 
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from Burial A-31 or the T168 sign on the Tikal 
Marcador at position C7 (Fig. 1). 

In doing research for a forthcoming article on 
the dynastic sequence of Waxaktun, I have found 
that the Early Classic texts from the site show 
strong relationship between a "shell" glyph in at 
least three variants and a possible toponym. I am 
inclined to believe that this sign, which is some- 
times pared with a KAWAK sign, is the toponym 
for one of the most important structures in Group 
A. This structure, A-V, was an important ceremo- 
nial palace-type building continuously enlarged and 
embellished and serving as a final resting place for 
at least five Early Classic rulers beginning with 
Smoking-Frog in Burial A-22 around 400 A.D. 
and through the person interred in Burial A-23 
near the main structure around 500 A.D. 

Although the Early Classic monuments of Waxak- 
tun are much too eroded or otherwise destroyed, 
some of them, for example, Stela 9, show evi- 
dence of a sky sign at the expected placement of 
an emblem glyph, that is, in 
the final position of the in- 
scription (Fig. 2). Some oth- 
ers have glyphs that could 
be the outlines of kawak and 
shell signs in place of an em- 
biem glyph. other, however, 
can be read because of the clear outline of the 
sign. Such also is the case of Stelae 5 and 4, 
erected respectively in commemoration of the con- 
quest of the city by Smoking-Frog in 8.17.1.4.12 
and the celebration by the same ruler of the end of 
the 18th k’atun in 396 A.D. Stela 4 has the shell 
glyph over a KAWAK sign at B6 following the 
name and titles of Smoking-Frog. This should re- 
fer to the place where he celebrated the 8.18.0.0.0 
period ending. Stela 5 possibly has the same shell 
sign at A3 (Fig. 3). 

Stela 3 has, at D9b, a possible shell over 
KAWAK followed by an extremely eroded “im- 


a 


Fig. 3 Waxaktun Stelae 4 and 5 
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Fig. 4 Waxaktun Stela 3, 6, 2 


pinged bone under a split-sky sign again making 
reference to the shell-KAWAK place. Stela 6 at 
B3 has a face facing right and a similar KAWAK 
sign with a sign above and below it. A shell-like 
sign resembling the T575 shell sits to the left of 
the KAWAK sign. This strange combination of the 
curl-shell with the T528:61 may be another refer- 
ence to the place in which Lord A-23 was named 
by Valdes (1987) was buried or where he cele- 
brated the 9.6.0.0.0 period ending. Late Classic 
Stela 2 on the right side has a clear shell sign fol- 
lowed by the split-sky title at A9-B9, again as an 
indication of a Waxaktun place (Fig. 4). 

Tenuous as the evidence might be for a shell- 
KAWAK toponym in the Waxaktun texts, there 
are more indications that this maybe so, both com- 
ing out of a monument at Tikal. The so-called Mar- 
cador was found in the 6C-XVI compound. Its text 
contains the posthumous reference to a lineage 
head who fought under Smoking-Frog against the 
Waxaktun forces. His successor refers to this war 
at least twice on side A, once using the Old god 
with the trifurcated blade over his eye at B7 fol- 
lowing the date. Side B of the text also has this 
same reference, this time following Smoking- 
Frog’s nominal and the name of the lineage head 
who had the monument erected. A reference to the 
place where the vio- 
lent event took place 
can be seen at C2 
where the KAWAK- 
shell place compound 
occupied a whole 
block. This must be 
a clear reference to a 
place in Waxaktun, 
since the monument records the war of 378 A.D. 
in which Tikal emerged as the victor (Fig. 5). 

Yet another reference to the KAWAK-shell place 
occurs on the same monument where the head vari- 
ant of the "impinged bone" is followed by another 


variant of the shell 
sign, the split sky, 
and the ch’ul sign. 
The last two signs 
I took take to be 
the emblem glyph 
of the polity in 
which the place 
named by the two previous signs existed. I take 
that place to be Structure A-V (Fig. 6) 

Ledyard Smith (1950) reported the excavations in 
Structure A-V and showed illustrations of dis- 
carded stones in the exact shape as the sign at D6 
of the Marcador and which he classified as “prob- 
ably broken T-shape roof ornaments" based on a 
graffiti found in one of the rooms of this structure. 
In a recent visit to Waxaktun, I examined some of 
these stones and they are definitely not broken T- 
shaped sculptures, but rather clearly curved in the 
form of a shell sign. These stone-shells or 
KAWAK-shells probably decorated the root and 
terraces of Structure A-V, the main acropolis at 
Waxaktun and expressed the idea of stone-shell 
place. 

Other references to a shell-place in the texts of 
Naj Tunich where the main sign is surrounded by 
other attributes of the emblem glyph sign, the 
ch’ul prefix and the T168 ahaw superfix. Other 
sites may also have the shell sign as a main sign 
of the emblem glyph. Tamandito does and perhaps 
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Altun Ha. None of its appearances should invali- 
date the KAWAK-shell sign as the toponym for 
Structure A-V in Waxaktun, since they are in no 
way related to this site, but rather refer to specific 
positions. The Naj Tunich texts, however, are 
Late Classic and written in Yukatek. The shell 
sign in text A of Group 3 at position C2 is pre- 
ceded by a difficult to read glyph block that may 
be a KAWAK sign prefixed by blood dots (Stuart 
1984 unpublished). Could this refer to Structure A- 
5? If this were so, the nominal at B3 and B4 could 
refer to a person from Waxaktun. 
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